
Newcomb Central School District
Christian M. Fisher, Superintendent of Schools

PO Box 418
5535 State Route 28N

Newcomb, New York 12852

Phone: 518-582-3341 FAX: 518-582-2163
www.newcombcsd.org

Secretary to Superintendent
Pamela Bush

School District Clerk
Melissa Yandon

School District Treasurer
Colleen Sage

May 12, 2021

Dear Newcomb Families,

As you are all aware, Newcomb Central School District has received a Target Designation from
the New York State Education Department for the accountability indicator of Chronic
Absenteeism. In an effort to address this, we have been working diligently to educate our
students and families on the correlation between being present for class and the positive effect on
academic achievement. Additionally, the district has been focusing on examining attendance data
and keeping accurate attendance records in our school management system.

This spring we have noticed a larger number of students who are pivoting between remote
learning and in-person learning on a weekly or daily basis. We are also seeing a trend where
students may attend a single class or a portion of the day remotely/in-person, and then decide to
switch to the other platform. Moving back and forth between platforms can become problematic
for students as the inconsistency can lead to specific class periods being unattended altogether.

Given that attendance codes differ in our school management system, coding students as remote
and/or in-person on a day by day, or period by period basis becomes increasingly challenging
without advanced notice to teachers and school personnel responsible for the input of attendance
data.

If your child needs to pivot to remote learning or in-person learning I would ask that you please
reach out to me in advance to discuss the timeframe of when this will be occurring. Advanced
notice will help us to communicate internally to classroom teachers for attendance coding as well
as make the necessary adjustments in our school management system. A few days' notice will
also enable classroom teachers to have adequate time to monitor and adjust lessons that will
better align with the platform being requested. We also request that students stay within the same
platform, versus pivoting from one class period to another.

As a reminder, the law recognizes legitimate excuses for absenteeism from school for sickness
and sickness in the family, impassable roads, inclement weather, medical appointments or
college/military visitations.

Thank you in advance for your continued support and partnership as we continue to address our
attendance issues.

Mrs. Christian Fisher
Superintendent of Schools
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